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Thank you to the Committee and to Chairman Elsenheimer for the opportunity to
speak with you today.

The time is long overdue for the legislature to deal with the issue of drug industry
immunity — and to put the dangerous law that creates it behind us forever.

Like others testifying before you today, | am a member of a citizens’ coalition we
call DIIME, which stands for Drug Industry Immunity Must End.

Our coalition is comprised of people whose lives have been forever changed by
prescription drugs we were told were safe.

We trusted the Food and Drug Administration to keep us safe.

Instead, drugs like Vioxx, Rezulin and the drug combination fen-phen left us with
life-altering disabilities, crippling medical bills, a reduced quality of life, and, in too
many cases, the loss of our loved ones.

But because we live in Michigan, we are barred by our own state’s government
from holding accountable companies that made billions selling harmful drugs to
people like us.

This is true even when it has been shown, thanks to court cases outside of
Michigan, that a drug company engaged in systematic deception and coverups to
hide the dangers of their drugs from doctors and patients.

That’s because of the 1996 law granting the drug industry immunity when its
products cause harm or kill.

We are the only state in the country to let the drug industry off the hook — to hold
the drug industry unaccountable to our state’s own citizens.

Smce our coahtlon began calling for a repeal of drug industry immunity, we have
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e We have seen legislators supportive of repeal attacked in the media, on
billboards, and in mailings sent to their constituents.

e We have also seen members flooded with an unending stream of disinformation,
most of it meant to convince you that there is really no such thing as drug
industry immunity in Michigan.

e Though they cannot point to one example, the drugs lobby and its friends would
have members believe that drug companies do face accountability in Michigan.

e Incredibly, they would have you place all your trust for protecting Michigan
citizens in the hands of the FDA — the very organization that has failed the
American people so dramatically, so many times.

e Chairman, the members of the DIIME coalition come before this committee today
not as legal experts or political experts.

We come before you, instead, as citizens — citizens with real, personal
knowledge that we cannot rely on the FDA alone to protect the people of
Michigan.

What will protect consumers better is a return to real accountability.

And that’s what DIIME is calling for:

o Not any special treatment for Michigan residents;

o Not any special treatment, favorable or otherwise, for the giant drug
companies;

o Infact, nothing special at all: just simple, old-fashioned accountability.

* Once signed into law, House Bill 5527 will move us in that direction.
Therefore, | urge you to support it... not just with words, but by actively joining us
in asking for an up-or-down vote this month.
While it may be tempting to kick this issue around and hope it just goes away;, |
can tell you with certainty that it will not —
Not until legislation that does repeal drug industry immunity is finally passed.
We, the members of DIIME, feel a solemn responsibility to see this fight through
— in memory of those who have been lost to dangerous drugs, and for the sake of
all the people of Michigan -- and we will.

» Again, | thank you for the opportunity to testify.
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